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The Invasive Species Centre is 
a not-for-profit organization 
that connects stakeholders, 
knowledge and technology to 
prevent the introduction and 
spread of invasive species that 
harm Canada’s environment, 
economy and society. 
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The Early Detection and Rapid 
Response (EDRR) Network Ontario 
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Program partners:

Program funder:
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What is EDRR?

9

180

• Coordinated by the Invasive Species Centre since 2015

• Community action network aimed at training citizens on how to detect, 
report and respond to invasive species in Ontario

• Eyes on the ground approach to stopping new introductions or further 
spread of invasive species in Ontario

• Slowing the spread of invasive species one community at a time! 
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What do we do?
• Fill invasive species knowledge and tool gaps, and 

inform communities of incoming threats 

• Help coordinate stewardship removals with local 
organizations and volunteers

• Link partners with invasive species resources, 
volunteers or other needs

• Opportunities to work on a 
wide range of organizations
on various areas projects
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What do we do?
• Help foster community science and action

• Resource production and dissemination 

• Respond to public inquiries
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Overarching goal: 
Provide the tools, training and resources necessary to 

help slow the spread and introduction of invasive 
species in Ontario through education and outreach
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Adapted from the Generalised Invasion Curve (Agriculture Victoria, 2009).

The Importance of Early Detection

Controlling invasive species before they become established in an area will reduce their 
impact on human health, biodiversity, the economy and society.
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People engaged various 
training and outreach events

17,000

Training workshops, presentations, plant 
removals and surveys, and outreach events held190+

Volunteers with 
800

On-the-ground action hours

2,500
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History of EDRR

• Started in 2015,  
partnership between OIPC 
and ISC 

• 2nd OTF Grant moved us into 
Northern Ontario in 2017

• In August 2019 we wrapped 
up our last Grow Grant

• In April 2020 we were 
approved for a 3rd OTF 
Grant to expand the 
network into Eastern 
Ontario 

Ontario Trillium Foundation funding acknowledgement event, 2018
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Current Focus Area: Eastern Ontario

Kingston, Rideau and Quinte catchment

• Filling invasive species gap needs 
• Developing new resources
• Providing presentations, webinars, 

community science opportunities and 
outreach to local organizations and the 
public
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Examples of Past Events

Lake Huron European frog-bit 
volunteer survey

Ontario Parks detection training

HWA training workshop for land managers

Thunder Bay garlic mustard pull

Aquatic invasive species workshop
Manitoulin Island workshop



Invasive Species Centre

What can you expect from us?

Webinars

Community science opportunities

Early detection alerts and outreach

Outreach and educational materials

Best Management Practices and expertise

Site tours 

Presentations

Resource sharing between partners 

…and much more!
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2020 Collaborations

Webinars Promoting Community Action Events
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New ISC/EOMF EDRR Resources
invasivespeciescentre.ca

eomf.on.ca
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To learn more about the 
EDRR Network and how 
to get involved visit:

invasivespeciescentre.ca/
EDRR 

Join our mailing list to get notifications of upcoming events and webinars!
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Post-Event Questionnaire 

Fill out the quick survey following this event and help 
us get a better understanding of who is actively 
monitoring or managing invasive species in Ontario!

• Filling out the survey helps us better serve our 
communities and helps us reach our project goals 
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Visit our website to sign up for
• Quarterly newsletters
• Bi-weekly media, research, 

and events scans
• Event and webinar 

invitations

www.invasivespeciescentre.ca
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Lauren Bell
EDRR Project Manager

Education and Community Outreach 
Coordinator

lbell@invasivespeciescentre.ca


